
September 3, 2019                      Kim Douillard, Room 06              kim.douillard@cardiffschools.com 

  Laura Stuart, Room 06                laura.stuart@cardiffschools.com 
 
The first week of school is full of nervous 
jitters, anticipation, and opportunities to 
build new relationships.  We are so 
fortunate to have your children in our class. 
They are curious, warm, funny...and oh, so 
loveable!  
 
We started our year with The Great Paper 
Chain Challenge.  In table groups of 3 or 4 
students, teams had to strategize to build 
the longest paper chain from a 12x18” piece 
of construction paper, 2 pairs of scissors 
and 2 glue sticks.  The teams took varied 
approaches...and the resulting chains were 
as different as the approaches!  Afterwards, 
students reflected on what they might do 
differently, what went well, and what they 
noticed about the chains.  And it was a fun 
and playful way to start getting to know 
each other! 
 

 
 
The book A Normal Pig by K-Fai Steele 
gave us an opportunity to talk about 
differences and acknowledge that what is 
weird for one person might be normal for 
another.  It also launched us into creating a 
character of our own...one that emerged 
from a broken crayon.  (Artist Debbie Ohi 

was another inspiration for us!  Check out 
some of her crayon creations here: 
https://padlet.com/debbieohi/brokencrayon) 
 
We had our first music lesson of the year 
with Ms. Zapata. We have music from 
8:20-9:00 every Thursday and PE from 
8:15-8:55 with Coach Roth every Friday that 
there isn’t an assembly. STEAM (science) 
and Library will begin on our first 
Monday...September 9th. 
 
We have been working on letters to our 
future selves that students will reflect on at 
the end of the school year. It will be fun for 
students to look back in June to see how 
much they have grown and developed 
during third grade! We considered things we 
like and dislike about school, what we are 
looking forward to this year and what our 
goals are for the year. Third grade is a time 
of change and maturity and we think you will 
be amazed at just how much students grow 
over the course of the year! 
 
On Thursdays, we will be choosing a 
Student of the Week. The student of the 
week will come home with a poster to 
complete and bring back to school. They 
can share their poster either on Friday or 
the following week on Thursday. A new 
person will be selected the following 
Thursday. The student of the week can also 
bring in one item from home to share first 
thing in the morning on the day they share 
their poster. 
 
Looking Ahead: 
*Thursday 9/12:  Picture Day! 
*Thursday 11/14: Hedionda Lagoon Field 
Trip (more info to come later) 

The world always seems brighter when you’ve just made something that wasn’t there before. Neil Gaiman 
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